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CONFIDENTIAL BAGHDAD 0441 

E.O. 11652: GDS 
TAGS: EAID PFOR YS 

SUBJECT: PDRY MINISTER RETURNS TO BAGHDAD 

REF: SANA 826 

1 . PDRY MINISTER ABD AL-WALI RETURNED TO BAGHDAD ON 
MARCH 8 FOR A TWO-DAY VISIT. HE MET WITH MINISTERS OF 
PLANNING, FINANCE, AND INDUSTRY AND MINERALS. 

2. SOURCES IN YAR EMBASSY HERE DESCRIBED JOINT VISIT OF 
FEBRUARY 19-22 AS SUCCESSFUL BUT DECLINED TO GO INTO DETAILS. 

3. COMMENT: IDEOLOGICAL ATMOSPHERE IN BAGHDAD IS DOUBTLESS 
MORE CONGENIAL TO PDRY THAN IT IS IN OTHER GULF CAPITALS. 

IF IRAQIS ARE PREPARED TO BE GENEROUS WITH OVERT SUBSIDIES, 

IT WOULD BE A DEPARTURE FROM USUAL IRAQI PRACTICE. IF 
IRAQ IS INDEED WILLING TO GIVE FINANCIAL ASSISTANCE TO 
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BOTH YEMENS, THIS WILL BE ENCOURAGING SIGN THAT IRAQIS ARE 
PREPARED TO USE THEIR OIL INCOME IN SEEKING MORE 
RESPONSIBLE LEADERSHIP ROLE IN THE AREA. 
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